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Augusta, GA  -  Last May, acclaimed Rolling Stones keyboardist, Chuck Leavell, appeared  in the Paul S. 
Simon Discovery Theater at the National Science Center’s Fort Discovery  to read his children’s picture book,  
The Tree Farmer, and then sign copies. 
 He and his wife, Rose Lane White Leavell, run a family tree farm near Macon -  Charlane Plantation.  
Noted as a conservationist, Leavell wrote The Tree Farmer based largely on their life at Charlane.  
 Media specialists from Columbia and Richmond County elementary schools, public and private, were 
invited.  Each media specialist who was able to attend returned to his/her school with a library copy of  
The Tree Farmer . 
 Those media specialists who were unable to attend have now received their school’s copy by mail. 
 The Tree Farmer was provided to all Richmond and Columbia County elementary schools courtesy of 
an International Paper grant. 
 Rob Dennis, President and CEO of the National Science Center stated:  “We sincerely thank Chuck 
Leavell and his wife, Rose Lane White Leavell, for their commitment to children’s education and conservation.   
 “They made a special effort to insert the National Science Center’s Fort Discovery into a hectic 
schedule of international appearances.  Chuck and Rose Lane spent a generous amount of time interacting 
with children in our theater audience and then with each media specialist, child, and parent who stood in line 
for a book to be personalized. 
 “We also want to thank  International Paper.  International Paper afforded the CSRA this unique 
opportunity via a grant.  Their support now and in the past has provided highlights for our youngest visitors by 
adding improvements to our KidScape gallery and facilitating performances like Chuck Leavell’s. 
 “It is with partnerships like this that we bridge the gap between difficult economic times and the 
pressing need to pique interest in intellectual pursuits within our area children.” 
  
  


